
Ogston Club Sailing - Policy on sailing with people from a different household. 

 

Having reviewed current Government restrictions, and taking into account RYA 

Guidance, it has been concluded that sailing with someone from another household 

can now be permitted at the club. 

Before returning to sailing with someone you should consider and discuss the 

following five areas together. 

1. Rigging the boat 

2. Launching from shore 

3. Sailing 

4. Capsize recovery 

5. Recovery to the boat park 

Within these five sections you should consider the following points. 

Rigging the boat 

While rigging you must be able to maintain a 1 metre gap from each other, only be 

face to face fleetingly.  If this isn’t possible you should mitigate the risk by wearing a 

face mask. 

Take consideration of who rigs what.  The crew should rig the parts of the boat, jib, 

spinnaker, etc, that they will be using. While the helm should deal with main sheets, 

rudder, etc. 

Launching from shore 

Look at how you will take the boat to the water.  You should not both be pulling the 

trolley by the handles at the front of the trolley.  One should push from the rear. 

If launching from the shore can you both enter the boat without interfering with the 

other.  Consider if launching from the jetty would be easier. 

Sailing 

Depending on the boat type it will be very difficult to maintain distancing at all times, 

and although you should do all you can not to face each other it is inevitable that it 

will happen.  For this reason, face masks must be worn at all times while on the 

water.  Wearing a face mask will not eliminate all risks, so you still need to try and 

maintain a gap over a metre when possible, avoid sitting face to face, and try not to 

shout towards the other person. 

Capsize Recovery 

How easy is your boat to recover from a capsize?  Are you likely to need 2 people on 

the centreboard? Can you both get yourselves back into the boat without assistance 

from either your sailing partner or a safety crew.  If you think you will have problems 

in either of these areas, then should you be sailing, or at the least only in low winds 

which you feel will not result in a capsize? 



After capsizing your mask is likely to be wet and unusable.  Under these 

circumstances what will be your plan?  Spare masks stored onboard, or return to 

shore? 

Recovery to the boat park 

As with launching there should be one person at the front and one at the rear when 

moving the boat from the water back to her berth. 

If you have a larger boat which would normally need the use of the tractor you need 

to bear in mind that the tractor isn’t available for general use.  If you have a towbar 

on your car use that as your first option.  If you don’t, you’ll need to ask the 

designated tractor driver on the day to do it for you.  While hooking up to the tractor 

you need to ensure you maintain a metre gap from the driver, and face away. 

 

There maybe other risk areas specific to your boat type which you will need to 

consider on top of those mentioned here.  If you’d like any further advice or 

guidance, you can read the RYA Guidance.  Alternatively speak with any member of 

the COVID Committee who will also be happy to offer any advice. 

 

As a side note, this policy does not change the operation of the safety boats.  These 

will continue to be operated only by members of the same household, or as single 

crewed boats when this isn’t possible.  

https://www.rya.org.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/clubs/RYA%20Sailing%20%26%20Racing%20in%20Mixed%20Households.pdf

